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Perspiration-filled purple 

shirts, wheelchair/walker 

caddies, prayer, donated 

blood, tired bodies, sew-

ing machines, a wheel-

chair ramp, tree/shrub 

trimming, yard cleanup, 

free food, devotional 

books for 1st responders/

police, beautiful fabric, 

ironing boards, back-

packs with school sup-

plies, small repair on 

homes, new clothing for 

elementary children, cash 

donations, visits to resi-

dents of nursing homes, 

tubes of lip balm, ice 

cream social, bags of 

mulch, notes of apprecia-

tion/encouragement, free 

car wash, bright sun-

shine, temperature around 90⁰, lots and lots of homemade cookies. What can this seemingly disconnected list 

have in common? All were the ingredients for acts of LOVE served up by the 200 or more “kinfolk of Christ” 

participating in IMPACT SHELBY 2015 on July 25, 2015. 

The 3rd year for this shared ministry by the seven UMC churches in Shelby County: Centenary, St. John’s, Al-

len Chapel, Rockbridge, Olive Branch, Graefenburg, and Simpsonville, let volunteers put their faith into ac-

tion; touching others with acts of goodness, mercy and love. The past two (2) years IMPACT SHELBY was 

conducted on Holy Saturday before Easter. This year it was held on a hot Saturday in July and God still had 

His Hand in the mix as He brought a new church (Wesley UMC) from Nelson County to partner and new 

ways and venues where we were to share. Someone said, 

“Find where God is working and join in for a real bless-

ing.”  That was exemplified over and over for providers 

and receivers during IMPACT SHELBY 2015. 

It is my hope with this communication to aid you in un-

derstanding the scope of the day’s activities. I seek also to 

express my “THANKS TO ALL” for answering the call 

Christ placed on your heart, acting in faith to move for-

ward when you were not sure and preforming a task done 

in LOVE. The words of Jesus in John 13:35 (NLT) 

“35 Your love for one another will prove to the world that 

you are my disciples” were never more alive than through 

you on July 25, 2015. 

One of the changes this year was to add a “blood 

drive”. Being unable to schedule it on Saturday, Red 

Cross quickly said we could do it on Monday, July 20th. 

District Superintendent, Rev. Paul Fryman kicks off Impact Shelby 2015. 

Delivering Backpacks 



Simpsonville UMC volunteered their facility 

and the response was great. Over the sched-

uled four (4) hours, 23 units were collected 

and a couple people had to be turned away for 

lack of bags to collect. Our goal was 15 units. 

God’s provision is always above and beyond 

man’s thinking. 

Jordan Knipp, 17-year-old daughter of Rev. 

Willard and Julie Knipp, lifted up the idea of 

doing something about the Human Traffick-

ing crisis. Her proposal modeled that of the 

larger organizations striving to curtail this 

major problem for young women, local and 

immigrants. Her goal was to collect, label and place 500 tubes 

of ChapStick® in strategic locations along major traffic corri-

dors. Your response to her brought in 1521 tubes! Praise 

GOD! All were labeled and tubes were placed in 3 locations; 

the balance is being shared with other groups attacking this 

issue within KY. Note: To label the many tubes with specific 

words of HOPE and a telephone number for help took many 

hands. Two of those hands were that of a 4-year-old boy work-

ing beside his mother. Thank God for mothers involving their 

children in God’s Work and children seeking to serve! 

Recognizing July is a time when people start thinking about 

returning to school, the decision was made to provide 200 

backpacks filled with some of the requested school sup-

plies. The generosity of a large company made the whole en-

deavor very affordable. New backpacks were purchased for $1 

and all the items put into the bag were purchased at a much-

reduced price.  Packing the bags with supplies went rapidly 

and then the challenge of distribution arrived. Five (5) loca-

tions in Simpsonville and Shelbyville were selected; teams of 

individuals loaded their vehicles and went forth in faith. Chil-

dren in the neighborhood came by, adults offered suggestions 

as to where there was a need and at times the purple-shirted 

individuals laden with backpacks simply knocked on a door 

and offered God’s Love.  

Staying with the theme “children need help to succeed”, the planning team chose to undertake a drive to 

seek school materials most often requested by the Family Resource Center directors at the 6 elementary 

schools in Shelby.  The list contained 8 things: 5 school supplies and 3 clothing items for small children. All 

Cruz Isa, left, helps Jordan Knipp add labels to tubes of  Chap-

Stick®  

Centenary seamstresses, l-r, Geri Roberts, Susan Loux and Charlotte Pridmore were three of the ladies who used 

their talents to create walker caddies for shut-ins.  



items donated by you and your friends were new in original packaging. Items were divided into 12 boxes (each 

box containing the same items). As two (2) boxes were delivered to each school, smiles and a hearty “Thank 

you” were expressions for the generous gift. One smiling director said, “It’s hard to think I would be excited 

about receiving children’s underwear. How did you know we have such a need?” 

Providing free car washes on a hot July day proved very productive for the youth team. They were granted 

permission to conduct the car wash on the parking lot adjacent to Operation Care and A Loving Choice (ALC), 

local agencies serving the needy and pregnant women needing assistance, compassion and guidance. The team 

chose to divide their donations between the two: $93 was donated to each program.    

The activities described above represent new venues for service in 2015 in part because of the changed date of 

IMPACT SHELBY. But, some of the standards of the past remained. 

The “notes and expressions of appreciation” piece was expanded to 50 agencies, offices serving the commu-

nities, etc. this year. Clearly, the larger portion is directed at “first responders, firemen and police” but it truly 

goes beyond. Governmental and elected officials are rec-

ognized. Some of the expressions they receive are written 

notes for the group, simple tokens for each individual, 

many delicious homemade cookies provided by you and 

devotional books especially written for 1st responders, fire-

men and police. This devotional book becomes a prized 

part of the station and reading material of individuals serv-

ing at these sites. This year the devotional book was one of 

the 1st if not the 1st thing the recipients chose to scan. And, 

that speaks volumes considering the tasty cookies are al-

ways a hit with everyone. It is not uncommon for those 

delivering these items to hear “I cannot believe you are 

doing this for us. Most people just want us to do something 

for them. We appreciate this more than we can say.”  And 

as the deliverers, often part of the youth group, turn to 

leave, they see last year’s larger banner of “Thank You” 

still on the bulletin board.  

Our continued “block party” on the lawn of the church 

with its free food, fellowship, free backpacks, fresh veg-

gies and face painting went well. The free food was pro-

vided to all who stopped by but also many of those on the 

IMPACT work projects throughout the community.  God 

makes a way to provide for His Servants in the field.  

The Prayer Warrior team on site was small in numbers 

but when you look deeper, you find it was a large team. A 

former UMC pastor in Shelby County now lives in Ohio. 

He requested a prayer list and prayer warrior guidelines for 

the team he put together at his existing churches for the 

25th. There were prayer warriors operating in several states 

because they were away on business or family matters. 

Others could not be in the prayer chapel due to health or 

residing in assisted living facilities. But God was listening 

and answering the 200+ prayers that were on someone’s 

list that day. Did you know God’s Prayer Warriors are multitaskers? Some were praying while doing their oth-

er activities for the day. How do I know? They came to me asking for a prayer list. Isn’t God’s call upon us 

amazing and equally exciting? 

The visitation team to the nursing and assisted living facilities again touched many lives. Homemade cookies 

Centenary seamstresses, l-r, Geri Roberts, Susan Loux and Charlotte Pridmore were three of the ladies who used 

their talents to create walker caddies for shut-ins.  



were provided to the staffs of the facilities. Beautiful cloth caddies for walkers, wheelchairs or over a shoulder 

were provided for all residents; approximately 350 in total. Ladies from most all churches plus others liking to 

sew gathered for many hours to cut, sew, iron and assemble the caddies. All the material was donated by a lo-

cal business that was changing its mode of operation. God is truly the originator of “repurposing”, be it crea-

tion, manmade materials, people and their lives. An ice cream social was a hit with residents and according to 

the pictures, one or more of the IMPACT group concurred.  

For the first time, the number of requests to do a work project exceeded our ability to provide workers. Four-

teen (14) projects were requested; one (1) was completed the day before; two (2) projects are undergoing com-

pletion at the present; one (1) was delayed until closer to date of surgery and ten (10) were completed on 25th. 

They ranged from projects requiring a limited number of people to a couple needing persons with specific 

skills. The ones requesting painting, trimming a few shrubs or power washing went quickly, but four (4) pro-

jects provided more of a challenge for the lead worker and team. 

A yard cleaning/trimming project for a couple who had not been able to work in their spacious yard for two 

years needed a large team. A family of four plus three others worked long and hard to weed, trim and mulch all 

around the house. A lady recently widowed and her daughter stopped by to help as they could. A neighbor saw 

all the work, stopped by and learned the couple had recently returned home after 4 months in the hospital and 

rehab center. Seeing the situation the individual made a sizable donation to purchase additional mulch. It was 

purchased and the whole area needing mulch was covered. The person that mows the yard for them did so and 

said “Today’s mowing is on me. Consider it part of IMPACT SHELBY.” 

Another yard project grew when it was learned a fencerow was to be cleaned along with the trimming. The 

workers assigned to this project had never met but bonded quickly working to see it through completion. One 

went back home to get more powerful tools to do the task. The lady of the house worked beside them and kept 

singing the praises of everything IMPACT SHELBY was doing on the 25th. She along with some other ladies 

for whom work was done learned items were being 

collected for the Family Resource Centers.  They 

quickly said “we can give to that” and they did. The 

gift of Love is truly an act from God when it is 

passed on in this way. 

A porch repair project turned into almost a total 

A ramp for the Nichols. Above Fryman visits 

with Roger Nichols. Left Bernice Nichols and 

Faye Rice enjoy a visit  in front of the finished 

step ramp.  



rebuild. The lead person on that project came with excellent carpentry skills. But in December 2014, some 

gentlemen in the church learned the lead person for this repair job was without heat where he was living and 

the space needed additional material and work to hold heat. Assistance was provided and his skills were noted 

as the repair to his living space was done. His response was always the same “What can I do to pay you 

back?” On this project he did. He shared his talents, extra time and equipment even though he is in need of 

regular employment. He has been heard to say many times, “I know God is in control and I trust Him to help 

me find my way.” 

A request to put a top for shade over a sandbox became a humbling experience for the workers and all of 

us working to secure materials for the project. Why the need for shade? The sandbox happens to be the favor-

ite place for a special needs child. It is while the child spends time there his mother is able to tackle other 

household chores she is unable to perform otherwise. You see this mother in a household of five (5) awakens 

daily to the task of caring for one child with 

autism, one with Asperger’s syndrome, a 

household member suffering from Alzhei-

mer’s and a husband who received a brain 

injury in military service. Clearly, the top 

provides more than shelter from the hot sun 

for the child enjoying the sand. While the 

sand slips through the child’s fingers and is 

tossed in the air, God uses these moments to 

nurture and shelter this child’s mother as 

only He can. Your daily prayer for this fami-

ly and this mother is coveted. Won’t you 

join with other IMPACT SHELBY partici-

pants to provide a shelter “framed and se-

cured in prayer” for this family? God can 

and will use it in a special way. James 5:16 

says, “Therefore confess your sins to each 

other and pray for each other so that you 

may be healed. The prayer of a righteous 

person is powerful and effective.”  

Thanks for all you gave in time, talent, tithe, 

service and witness through our adventure in 

putting into practice what we believe. Rev. Paul 

Fryman, our District Superintendent, in his de-

votional at the beginning of the day reminded us 

by our acts of love, kindness and mercy some 

will see us as “kinfolk of Christ”. Isn’t it won-

derful to considered part of the “Family of 

God”? Listen carefully; like all fathers, God 

will only let us rest for a short time before He 

calls again.  


